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nology conducted on dead bee and hive samples where 
primary chemicals have often degraded naturally into 
less toxic compounds, or into compounds the scientist 
is not looking for? I am highly suspicious of any research 
effort that looks at samples from combs from dead hives, 
from bee bread, honey or beeswax, without a correlation 
with actively dying bees – it is a huge waste of time and 
research money to examine old samples.

In the early 1980s Penncap-M and Sevin killed many 
bees foraging in apple orchards after bloom, and on corn, 
especially sweet corn while the plants were in dehiscence. 
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information that also will help them to keep from killing all 
of their hives. Some do anyway, but don’t talk about it too 
much. We know this happens. These methods are posted 
on various Internet sites, sometimes before the meeting is 
over, and reprinted in local and state newsletters. Some-
times there is a comment that the particular treatment 
is not approved, or is dangerous to the beekeeper. Some 
of the recommendations even say it will kill some of the 
bees while doing their work.


